
The origins of the folk song "English Country Garden" can be traced back to the 18th century. The
song is believed to have originated in Devon or Cornwall and is thought to have been written for
"Morris Dancing," a choreographed English folk dance based on rhythmic stepping and the use of
sticks, handkerchiefs, or swords. The lyrics were written by an unknown author, but the melody was
derived from an older tune known as "The Dumble Derry."

In the 19th century, the song gained wider recognition when it was published in 1810 by Thomas
Hardy. The collection was titled Popular Music of the Olden Time and included several versions of
"English Country Garden." From there, it became a popular folk song and was spread across the
British Isles.

The first recorded version of "English Country Garden" was released in 1918 by Percy Grainger. It
quickly gained popularity, especially among the upper classes, as it was chosen to be performed at
concerts and events. By the 20th century, it had become an iconic folk song, and it is still widely
known today.

The lyrics of "English Country Garden" evoke a sense of nostalgia for the beauty of nature and the
peacefulness of rural life. The song is also symbolic of England's pastoral heritage, with references
to daffodils, hearts-ease, and other phlox. It serves as a reminder of the beauty that can be found in
small moments; even if we can't escape our daily lives and take a trip to the countryside, we can still
appreciate the stunning scenery of the English Country Garden.
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