
The popular Irish folk song “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary” was originally written by Jack Judge and
co-written with Harry Williams in 1912. It became the unofficial marching song of the British
Expeditionary Force during World War I, having been sung in popular music halls across England
prior to the war. The song gained worldwide popularity during WWI due to its ability to lift the
soldiers’ spirits and was often played by military bands as troops marched away from their homes.

The song tells the story of a soldier bidding farewell to his sweetheart in Tipperary, Ireland, as he is
sent off to war. The lyrics reflect the sense of longing for home felt by many of the soldiers, while
also expressing a hopefulness for safety and return. The chorus reads “It’s a long way to Tipperary,
It’s a long way to go, It’s a long way to Tipperary, To the sweetest girl I know! Good-bye Piccadilly,
Farewell Leicester Square, It’s a long, long way to Tipperary, But my heart’s right there!”

The song has been recorded by many popular artists over the years and is still widely covered
today. It has become an iconic symbol of the World War I era and continues to provide comfort to
those who are away from home. Though the song originated more than 100 years ago, the
sentiment of longing for home remains strong today. “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary” continues to
speak across generations and cultures as an enduring reminder of the cost of war and the hope that
comes with returning home.
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