Thomas Erskine

January 10, 1750 — October 9, 1781

Thomas Alexander Erskine, the 6th Earl of Kellie,
was born on September 1, 1732, in Fife, Scotland.
From an early age, he showed a remarkable
passion for music. As a child, he received his first
music lessons before leaving Scotland to study in
Mannheim, Germany, under Johann Stamitz, a
renowned composer of the time.

After returning to Scotland in 1756, his virtuosity
with the violin earned him the nickname "Fiddler
Tam." He published 6 of his “Overtures” in
Edinburgh during 1761, and later visited London,
where an overture he composed for The Maid on
the Mill gained rapid popularity.

Erskine's compositions reflect his deep
understanding of classical forms balanced with a
distinctive affinity for Scottish traditional music.
His notable works include symphonies, string quartets, and numerous compositions for chamber
orchestra. These pieces blend the classical structure that he encountered on his travels throughout
Europe with the traditional rhythms and melodies native to his homeland.

As Erskine continued to compose and perform, his reputation as a skilled musician grew. His works
became known for their vibrant energy and intricate yet accessible melodies, making them beloved
by audiences across Europe, particularly resonating with his Scottish audience. His music was
much-loved in his day, with one German magazine even describing him as "one of the finest musical
composers of the age."

His high-flying lifestyle left a strain on him, however, and Erskine eventually succumbed to a fever
while traveling and passed away on October 9, 1781, in Edinburgh, Scotland. Unfortunately, much
of Erskine's music did not survive through the years due to his absentmindedness- he often
composed at the spur of the moment, frequently losing or giving away his pieces of music.
Thankfully, a few did manage to survive, and many long years after his death, his music has seen a
resurgence in public interest due to the beauty of his compositions. Erskine's legacy as a composer
lives on today, inspiring new generations to discover the beauty and richness of classical music.
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Classical Pieces

Week 1 - Quartet in C Minor
Week 2 - Sinfonia a Quattro in G Major

Week 3 - Overture in C major, Op. 1, No. 2

Week 4 - Sonata in C Major - Minuet
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