Folk Song: The Ants Go Marching

“The Ants Go Marching” is a well-known folk song often sung by children at school, during playtime,
or at camp. Its repetitive, rhythmic lyrics and playful counting subject make it both fun and
educational, but this cheerful tune actually has roots in American history.

The melody of “The Ants Go Marching” comes from a much older song called “When Johnny
Comes Marching Home.” This song was written during the American Civil War by Patrick S. Gilmore,
which expressed hope for soldiers to return home safely with its familiar refrain: “When Johnny
comes marching home again, hurrah, hurrah! We'll give him a hearty welcome then, hurrah,
hurrah!”. Over time, the tune became widely used and adapted into other songs because of its
memorable and easy-to-sing melody.

In the 1990s, this same melody was used to create the children’s version featuring ants. Robert D.
Singleton is credited for this innovative adaptation, having written his edition for a show called
“Barney's Campfire Sing Along.” The lyrics were changed to focus on ants marching in groups—one
by one, two by two, and so on—adding a fun action every few verses, such as “the little one stops to
suck his thumb” or “the little one stops to tie his shoe.”

This adaptation quickly spread and is now considered a traditional children’s song, often used to
teach numbers, rhythm, and counting. “The Ants Go Marching” is a great example of how older
songs can be transformed and passed down in new ways, helping generations of children learn and
enjoy music at the same time.
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The Ants Go Marching Lyrics

The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching one by one,

The little one stops to suck his thumb

And they all go marching down to the ground

To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching two by two, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching two by two, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching two by two,

The little one stops to tie his shoe

And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching three by three, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching three by three, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching three by three,

The little one stops to climb a tree

And they all go marching down to the ground

To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching four by four, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching four by four, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching four by four,

The little one stops to shut the door

And they all go marching down to the ground

To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching five by five, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching five by five, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching five by five,

The little one stops to take a dive

And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!
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The ants go marching six by six, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching six by six, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching six by six,

The little one stops to pick up sticks

And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching seven by seven, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching seven by seven, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching seven by seven,

The little one stops to pray to heaven

And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching eight by eight, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching eight by eight, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching eight by eight,

The little one stops to roller skate

And they all go marching down to the ground

To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching nine by nine, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching nine by nine, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching nine by nine,

The little one stops to check the time

And they all go marching down to the ground

To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching ten by ten,

The little one stops to shout "The End",

And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain.
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WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME.

Words and Music by LOUIS LAMBERT.
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WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME. 3
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WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME.
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