
Ludwig van Beethoven was born in 1770 in the
city of Bonn, in what is now Germany, during a
time when Europe was still rooted in tradition and
order. 

His father, a musician himself, recognized
Ludwig’s talent early and pushed him hard in his
musical training. Beethoven learned to play the
piano and violin as a child, and though his
upbringing was often difficult, his gifts were
undeniable. By the time he was a young man, it
was clear that he was not simply a skilled perfor-
mer, but a composer with something new to say.

In his early twenties, Beethoven moved to Vienna,
which was the musical center of Europe. There he
studied with some of the greatest musicians of the
time and quickly gained a reputation as a brilliant
pianist. His early compositions followed in the style 

of composers like Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Joseph Haydn, with clear structure, balance, and

elegance. These works reflected the Classical style that had defined music for decades.

But Beethoven lived in a time of great change. Revolutions were reshaping nations, and the Indus-

trial Revolution was beginning to transform everyday life. Old systems were being questioned, and

new ideas about freedom, individuality, and human expression were emerging. Beethoven

absorbed this spirit deeply, and over time, it began to shape his music in profound ways. It has often

been said that Beethoven stands right at the turning point. His early works sound Classical, but his

later works are bold, emotional, and revolutionary—much like the world around him.

As his career progressed, Beethoven began to push the boundaries of what music could be. His

symphonies grew larger and more powerful, his harmonies more daring, and his emotional range

more intense. He was no longer content simply to entertain; he wanted to express struggle, triumph,

sorrow, and hope. His music became a voice for the human experience itself.

One of the greatest challenges of Beethoven’s life was his gradual loss of hearing. In his late

twenties, he began to notice that he could not hear as clearly as before. Over time, his hearing

worsened until he became almost completely deaf. For a musician, this was a devastating loss.
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Beethoven struggled deeply with this reality, even writing of his despair in a private letter known as
the Heiligenstadt Testament. Yet he did not give up. Instead, he continued to compose, relying on
his inner sense of sound rather than what he could physically hear.

Some of his most famous works were written during this later period of his life. His Symphony No. 5,
with its unforgettable opening motif, seems to capture the feeling of fate knocking at the door. His
Symphony No. 9, written when he was completely deaf, includes a choir and celebrates the idea of
unity and joy among all people. In this work, Beethoven brought together orchestra and human
voice in a way that had never been done before, creating something both powerful and deeply
moving.

Beethoven was known to be intense, independent, and sometimes difficult. He cared little for social
expectations and focused instead on his work. He believed that music had the power to speak to
something greater than the everyday concerns of life. For him, composing was not simply a
profession, but a calling.

He died in 1827 in Vienna, leaving behind a body of work that changed music forever. Beethoven
did not simply continue the traditions he inherited; he transformed them. He helped carry music
from the ordered world of the Classical era into the expressive, emotional world of the Romantic era.
His life and work remind us that even in times of great change and personal hardship, it is possible
to create something enduring and meaningful.
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Week 1 - Symphony No. 5 in C Minor

Week 2 - Symphony No. 6 “Pastoral”

Week 3 - Symphony No. 9 “Ode to Joy”

  Week 4 - Piano Sonata No. 14 “Moonlight Sonata” 

Week 5 - Symphony No. 3 “Eroica”

   Week 6- String Quartets opus 59, No. 1 “Razumovsky”

Bonus: Für Elise

Classical Pieces
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Composer Study
N a m e :

D a t e  o f  B i r t h :

P l a c e  o f  B i r t h :

C o m p o s e r  F u n  F a c t s :

I n s t r u m e n t s  U s e d :

F a m o u s  C o m p o s i t i o n s :

F u r t h e r  S t u d y :
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