
The beloved hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” was written by Mary A. Lathbury in 1873 and
is one of the most popular hymns of all time. It has been translated, recorded, and performed by
countless choirs, artists, and congregations throughout the years with its timeless message of
comfort and assurance in the Lord.

Mary A. Lathbury was born in Utica, New York, in 1841. She grew up attending the Presbyterian
Church before going on to graduate from Elmira Female College (now known as Elmira College) in
1861. Though she initially worked as a schoolteacher, Mary eventually became a published poet
and songwriter, with works appearing in numerous publications. She penned “Savior, Like a
Shepherd Lead Us” while visiting her sister in Indianapolis in 1873.

The hymn was first published the following year as part of the Sunday School Hymnal compiled by
Joseph Parkinson. It has since appeared in over 100 different hymnals and has been translated into
numerous languages, including German, Spanish, Swedish, Dutch, Italian, French, and Chinese.

The melody of “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” is taken from the traditional Irish tune “St.
Columba” and was adapted by composer William Doane in 1872. The song has become a staple at
funerals and memorial services due to its hauntingly beautiful lyrics that express faith in the Lord as
a faithful shepherd who will watch over us, guiding us along life’s journey. The song's message
speaks to the timeless truth that no matter what happens in life, God is always with us.

No matter where you are or what your circumstances may be, “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” is
sure to bring a sense of comfort as it reminds us that the Lord is with us always, faithfully leading and
guiding our steps. It’s no wonder this timeless hymn has become one of the most beloved songs for
generations of believers to sing together in worship!
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