
The song "Yankee Doodle" is a traditional American song that dates back to the 18th century. Its
tune is thought to be derived from a much older English folk song/nursery rhyme, "Lucy Locket." 

The lyrics are:

Lucy Locket lost her pocket,
Kitty Fisher found it;

Not a penny was there in it,
Only ribbon round it.

The lyrics we know as "Yankee Doodle" were believed to have been written by British composer
George Mudge in 1775, and were originally sung by British troops during the Revolutionary War to
mock the Americans because of their ragtag appearance.

After the War of 1812, "Yankee Doodle" grew in popularity and eventually became a patriotic song.
The words have often been changed or added to depending on the situation. For example, during
the Civil War, both Union and Confederate soldiers would sing different versions with various lyrics
that mocked their opponents.

It has since been used in many different contexts, including political campaigns, military marches,
and children's songs.
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