
This session’s featured artist is Albrecht Dürer. We've included six art
selections for your kids and teens to use for picture study. They are:

Portrait of Emperor Maximilian I
Portrait of a Venetian Woman
Young Hare
The Rhinoceros
Feast of the Rose Garlands
Adoration of the Trinity

This session’s featured composer is Tomás Luis de Victoria. We have
included six of his pieces for music study. They are:

O Magnum Mysterium
Tenebrae Responsories, Part One
Tenebrae Responsories, Part Two
Requiem Mass, 1605
Requiem: Missa Pro Defunctis, Part One
Requiem: Missa Pro Defunctis, Part Two

Artist & Composer Study

Artist & Composer Study
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“Art is embedded in nature and they who can extract it, have it.”

~ Albrecht Dürer



Albrecht Dürer was born in Nuremberg,
Germany, on May 21, 1471. He was
apprenticed to his father, a goldsmith, when he
was very young, but his true desire was to be
an artist. 

At the age of 13, Albrecht became the first artist
to create a “self-portrait.” He used a mirror as he
worked to see his reflection and create an
accurate rendering of himself, becoming the
first of four self-portraits Dürer would produce. 

Just a few years later, at 15, he was apprenticed
to Michael Wolgemut, a famous artist in his
hometown. 

Albrecht Dürer
 May 21, 1471 - April 6, 1528
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Wolgemut specialized in creating woodcuts for prints to illustrate books, and his teaching
would help Dürer gain a foundation for his lifelong passion.

In 1494, at the age of 22, Albrecht married Agnes Frey. It was most likely an arranged
marriage without any emotional attachment, but they eventually developed a mutual
affection for one another. Sadly, they never had any children. Not too long after his
marriage, Albrecht went on his first trip to Venice in order to learn from the Italian
Renaissance masters. There, for the first time in his life, he became acquainted with some of
the greatest artists of all time and was able to learn about classical art and study theories of
proportion and perspective.

In 1495, Dürer set up his own workshop in Nuremberg, where he specialized in producing
high-quality prints with his innovative woodcutting techniques. His works showed a strong
Italian influence. From 1505 through 1507, he visited Venice for a second time, studying
more about art theory, learning new print-making techniques, and getting fresh inspiration.
Dürer greatly admired Leonardo da Vinci and was intrigued by his studies of the human
figure. He applied and adapted Da Vinci’s proportions to his own drawings, which he later
published along with other ideas on art theory.
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Dürer’s woodcuts were seen by the Holy Roman Emperor, Maximilian I, who became his
patron in 1512. Dürer was even asked to paint a portrait of the emperor and later the famed
humanist Erasmus, both major accomplishments for the artist. One of his most popular
woodcuts from this era is his famous Rhinoceros woodcut, created in 1515. From the lifelike
details such as the thick, muscular body and distinctive horn, one would assume he had
created it from observing the animal in person. However, Dürer had never actually seen a
rhinoceros before. Instead, he relied on written descriptions of the animal and a rough
sketch. 

Using these secondhand details, he created a powerful image of a rhino covered in what
looks like armor plates, complete with a small horn on its back that real rhinos do not have.
Although the image was not accurate, it was so detailed and convincing that people
believed it for centuries. Dürer’s rhinoceros became the standard image of the animal in
Europe until living rhinos were more commonly seen, showing the extent of his influence.

Albrecht Dürer set high artistic standards for himself and excelled in every medium he
utilized: drawing, painting, and printing. He gave great attention to detail and realism in all
his works, but it was his prints that made him famous throughout Europe. Dürer was a
master draftsman, watercolorist, oil painter, and engraver, though sadly, only about sixty of
his oil paintings still exist today. He was not just an artist, however; he was also a theorist
and mathematician who wrote influential books on geometry, city fortification, and human
proportions. Albrecht Dürer died on April 6, 1528, at the age of 56, and is considered today
to be the greatest printmaker of all time.



Portrait of Emperor Maximilian I



Portrait of a Venetian Woman
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Adoration of the Trinity
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